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1.0

Introduction

1.1
Scope of Works
The scope of this report is to inspect a tree located on the road verge at 22
Manson Street, West Busselton to:
•
•
•

Determine health of the tree
Determine whether there is any possum activity in the tree
Provide general advice regarding the effect of any path or driveway to
be constructed in the vicinity of the tree may have on tree health and
structure.

1.2
Methodology
An inspection of the tree was undertaken on Tuesday 10th August 2021
comprising a visual inspection from ground level using the Visual Tree
Assessment (VTA) method.
This assessment did not involve any excavation for belowground inspection.

2.0

Tree Condition Assessment

2.1
Visual Tree Assessment
VTA comprises the assessment of predictable symptoms associated with tree
failures and / or tree disorders that culminate to form visual tree condition. This
process is accepted by professional arborists as being a first measure in the
assessment and management of urban trees.
The assessment is conducted visually from ground level or under binocular
view. In order to achieve clear viewing the assessor may initiate clearance of
vines or plant clutter from around tree base, upon tree main stems, within main
branch unions or other key locations prior to conducting the assessment itself.
Hand tools and data recording equipment are commonly employed during
VTA.
In the event the VTA process is deemed by as being insufficient in
determination of a trees condition then further measures of an exploratory or
investigative nature may be recommended. Employment of specialist tools,
sophisticated measuring instruments and laboratory-based analysis are a few
of the investigative activities that may be adopted by the assessor as
additional diagnostic tools in support of VTA.
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2.2
Tree Health & Structural Condition
Tree health condition is determined in the field by observing multiple factors
affecting tree health. Tree health is categorised into four categories;
Good – Foliage colour and density normal for the species. No major pest or
disease problems. Tree vigour is good.
Fair – Foliage slightly chlorotic or wind-burnt, foliage density slightly sparse,
minor pest or disease problems, tree vigour ok.
Poor – Foliage sparse, chlorotic or otherwise affected by pest or disease. Tree
vigour low.
Dead – Tree is dead
Tree structure is determined in the field by observing the trunk and branch
architecture and observable factors affecting the trees structural root zone
and is categorised into three categories;
Good – No observable structural root issues, branch unions appear sound, any
defects appear well optimised
Fair – No observable structural root issues, defects present in branch unions of
2nd order limbs or smaller and/or reaction-wood present at defects in 1st order
limbs but not yet optimised.
Poor – Structural roots compromised through damage or decay or both or
serious defects present in trunk or 1st order limbs.
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3.0

Findings

3.1 The Site
The subject tree is located on a grassed road verge outside #22 Manson
Street. There are two street trees located on this verge with the subject tree
being the westernmost of the two.

Figure 1: Location of subject tree (red arrow)

Figure 2: Looking into 22 Manson St between the two verge trees. Subject tree marked with red
arrow
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3.2 The Tree
The subject tree is identified as a West Australian Peppermint Tree (Agonis
flexuosa). A species that is native to the region and which has been identified
as an important food and habitat source for the critically endangered
Western Ringtail Possum (Pseudocheirus occidentalis).
The tree has a height of approximately 10m and a trunk diameter at 1.4m
above ground (dbh) of 1.1m. The trunk diverges into multiple stems which
form a spreading crown structure quite typical of the species. There is minor
deadwood present in the crown and a stub from a recently broken branch
but overall the tree structure is Fair and I did not observe any defects of
concern.

Figure 3: The subject tree has a spreading crown structure quite typical of the species
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Foliage density is slightly sparse in patches probably owing to a combination
of possum grazing (possum scat and a drey was observed) and the coastal
location of the site. The foliage colour is brown – again owing to the coastal
location and the wind-burn associated with salt-laden wind. I did not observe
any pest or disease issues of concern and my overall assessment is that the
tree is in Fair Health Condition.

Figure 4: Close up of Possum Drey situated on the western extent of the canopy.
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4.0 General Advice Regarding Construction of a Driveway in
the Vicinity of the Tree
Australian Standard AS4970 – 2009 Protection of Trees on Development Sites
prescribes a Tree Protection Zone (an area both above and below ground
that remains free from construction disturbance) of 12 x Trunk Diameter but
no greater than 15m. Using this method to determine the TPZ for the subject
tree would arrive at a TPZ radius of 1.1m x 12 = 13m. A TPZ radius of this
dimension at this site would be unworkable as far as constructing a driveway
crossover into the property.
AS4970 – 2009 does allow for modification of the TPZ size based on site
findings, tree species and other site specifics. In Busselton’s sandy soils, A.
flexuosa typically form quite small diameter root systems with a large number
of sinker roots forming to aid in tree stability. It is highly likely that the majority
of the subject trees structural roots will be found within a 2m radius of the tree.
As general advice it would be preferable to construct any driveway crossover
midway between the two verge trees in order to minimise impact on either
trees health or structure. It may be feasible to construct closer to one or the
other trees but this would be subject to exploratory trenching using hand tools
to determine the presence and size of any roots.
During excavation works to construct said crossover, care should be taken
not to tear roots beyond the extent of the excavation and roots should be
pruned neatly with a sharp saw along the edge of the excavation.
No excavation should be undertaken within 2m of the tree in order to avoid
damaging structural roots and damage to aerial tree parts from machinery
movements should be avoided.
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5.0

Disclaimer

The advice contained herein including all attachments has been provided in
good faith and based upon the material information available, collected by
the consultant or provided by others at the time the advice was given.
o

o

o

o
o
o
o

o

Arbor Guy take no responsibility for the accuracy of information
provided to us by the client/clients or any other third party and all such
information is assumed to be correct.
This report is intended to be used only in its complete form and any
report or reference to this report must include the complete report
attached directly to that submission.
The extent and level of assessment of each tree or group of trees is
detailed in the report and is determined in conjunction with the client
usually prior to the assessment. Arbor Guy takes no responsibility for
failing to diagnose tree defects that are not relevant to the level of
assessment that the tree is subjected to.
The information contained in this report reflects only the condition of
the tree/trees at the time of the inspection.
Diagrams, maps, and photographs in this report are intended as visual
aids and are not necessarily to scale.
This report may not be reproduced in any form without the written
permission of Arbor Guy.
The findings and recommendations in this report represent the
professional opinion of the consultant and are not influenced by the
acceptance of the report fee.
The report fee does not cover the appearance as an expert witness in
support of this report and any such appearance will incur additional
charges.
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