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Attention: Jo Wilson
RE: WAKEBOARD WAKE & AQUA PARK – 342 WILDWOOD ROAD,
ANNIEBROOK
Dear Jo,
Thank you for referring this development application to the Department of Water
and Environmental Regulation (DWER) for comment and further to continuing
communications with the City of Busselton (CoB).
Firstly, the process of amalgamating functions of the former Department of Water
(DoW), Department of Environment Regulation (DER) and Office of the
Environmental Protection Authority (OEPA) into the combined DWER is
occurring.
As such, the advice in this correspondence pertains only to water resource
matters previously dealt with by DoW, in context of land use planning matters.
You will receive additional statutory and/or technical advice from other areas
within DWER, specifically related to Water Licensing, Noise Regulations and Acid
Sulfate Soils management.
BACKGROUND
A secure and sustainable water supply, together with satisfactory demonstration
that potential impacts to water resources during construction and operational
stages can be addressed and managed, are factors critical to the success of this
project.

The proposed development, which includes the construction of three recreational
lakes requires the excavation / construction of the lakes and a water supply to
firstly fill the lakes and then maintain them.
Of particular importance is that the project site is located within, and proposes to
source its water from, the Busselton-Capel Groundwater Area, proclaimed under
the ‘Rights in Water and Irrigation Act, 1914’.
In terms of hydrogeology, the project site exists within the Vasse Shelf of the
Southern Perth Basin and there are three recognised aquifer systems beneath the
property:
The Superficial aquifer (watertable), which is thin and possibly extends to a
depth of 5-8m below ground level.    
The Leederville aquifer is a confined aquifer and underlies the superficial
and may extend to a depth of 130m below the natural surface.
The Sue Coal Measures formation occurs below the Leederville, may have a
thickness of more than 700 metres and consists of sandstone, shale and
some coal seams.
It is noteworthy that the Superficial and Leederville aquifer in the DunsboroughVasse subarea are fully allocated and it is also understood that the proponent has
begun negotiations for groundwater trading.
Water is available for allocation in the Sue Coal Measures aquifer, however there
are very few bores in these measures, data is limited and the ability to abstract
water from this aquifer is variable.
The proponent has lodged applications for a licence to take groundwater from the
Leederville and for exploratory purposes in the Sue Coal Measures aquifers.
DWER has completed a preliminary assessment of the Leederville application and
the proponent has been notified of DWER’s proposed decision to refuse the
application, as the resource is fully allocated.
DWER has granted a licence to authorise exploratory drilling and groundwater
investigations in the Sue Coal Measures, which is conditioned by the requirement
to submit a Hydrogeological Assessment report following the completion of the
drilling and aquifer testing program.
The outcome of the hydrogeological assessment will be used to evaluate the
request for approval to extract groundwater from this resource.
A licence for dewatering purposes will also be required for any excavation to
construct the lakes and the proponent has been instructed to undertake a
hydrogeological assessment to evaluate the impact of this activity.
In considering its overall assessment of the groundwater related issues, DWER
will seek a high level of professional hydrogeological review to assist the

construction management and water supply planning for the project, as the
approval process progresses.
The matter of Water Licensing is being managed through DWER’s Busselton
Office.
PLANNING
With regards to land use planning advice, DWER acknowledges the preparation of
relevant documentation, specifically: ‘Wildwood Wake and Aqua Park Water
Management Plan (v.3), Urbaqua, January 2018’ (Urbaqua).
There are two key aspects of the development application from a land use
planning perspective – i). Construction, and ii). Operational management.
Construction
In context of the overall management and long-term protection of local
groundwater, the primary water risk factor associated with the application is firstly
the potential to intercept groundwater during construction activities.
Excavation is likely to expose the superficial groundwater resource to possible
degradation by altering the hydrological regime and exposing it to pollution, whilst
also potentially requiring dewatering management.
Urbaqua (s.8, p.20) states that a ‘Construction Management Plan’ (CMP) will need
to be prepared to reduce the risk of damage to sensitive environments during
earthworks and construction activities.
Key issues for consideration include the management of dewatering (including
disposal) during excavation works, stormwater management of the construction
site and the management of Acid Sulfate Soils (ASS).
The CMP should include specific sub-plans addressing the key issues in detail, i.e.
a ‘Dewatering Management Plan’, ‘Stormwater Management Plan’, ‘Erosion
Management Plan’ and ‘ASS Management Plan’.
DWER recommends that any development approval be conditional upon the
preparation of the CMP, prior to the commencement of any site works, to the
satisfaction of the City of Busselton and DWER.
Operational Management
DWER recommends the development of a ‘Site Management Plan’ (SMP) for
ongoing operations of the facility, focussed on, but not limited to:
Stormwater management in accordance with the ‘Decision process for
stormwater management in Western Australia, DWER, November 2017’.
Relevant issues as detailed in the ‘Interim Drainage and Water Management
Position Statement: Constructed Lakes, July 2007’.

Potable water supply for the facilities, i.e. the chalets, club house.
Wastewater management.
In relation to wastewater management, the site is located on the boundary of a
‘Sewage Sensitive Area’, as defined in the (Draft) ‘Government Sewerage Policy,
November 2016’, and it is noted and supported that the proponent proposes to
use an aerobic treatment unit for wastewater management.
There are also ongoing landowner obligations to ensure that aerobic treatment
units are regularly maintained in accordance with relevant health regulations.
RECOMMENDATIONS
In the context of water resource management DWER does not object to this
proposal, however it is logical that this proposal cannot succeed without firstly
securing a suitable supply of water both to fill and then maintain the lakes.
The following conditions are recommended to be applied to this development
application:
Prior to any ground disturbing activities commencing a suitable supply of
water to both fill and then maintain the lakes must be secured.
Prior to any ground disturbing activities commencing a Construction
Management Plan must be developed to the satisfaction of the City of
Busselton. This must include sub-plans addressing the following water
considerations in more detail: dewatering, stormwater management, erosion
and ASS management.
Prior to any ground disturbing activities commencing a Site Management
Plan must be developed to the satisfaction of the City of Busselton. This
must include the following water considerations: stormwater management,
potable water supply, wastewater management and in relation to the
constructed lakes issues as detailed in the ‘Interim Drainage and Water
Management Position Statement: Constructed Lakes, July 2007’.
DWER understands that the advance of the project, towards the point of
Development Approval, under the ‘Planning and Development Act 2005’, will
require ongoing consultation with DWER.
If you have any questions please contact:
General land use planning inquiries: Brendan Kelly 97264194 or
brendan.kelly@water.wa.gov.au
Water Licensing inquiries: Mr Owen Bennett 97810188 or
owen.bennett@dwer.wa.gov.au
Noise Regulations and Acid Sulfate Soils management inquiries: Teresa
Gepp at teresa.gepp@dwer.wa.gov.au
Yours faithfully,
________________________________________________
Krish Seewraj

Land Use Planning Program Manager
South West Region

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation
35-39 McCombe Road, BUNBURY, WA 6230
PO Box 261, BUNBURY, WA 6231
T: (08) 9726 4137 | F: (08) 9726 4100 | Ext: 1137
E: krish.seewraj@dwer.wa.gov.au | www.dwer.wa.gov.au
Twitter: @DWER_WA

As per
Brendan Kelly
Senior Natural Resource Management Officer
Department of Water & Environmental Regulation, South West Region
Telephone: 08 97264194   |   Mobile: 0407219515
Email: brendan.kelly@dwer.wa.gov.au
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