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Submission to the Shire of Busselton for Rate Reduction on property
"Membenup"
Lot 1,
50 Membenup Rd,
Busselton.
WA 6280

By owners John and Ailsa Hohnen

History
Membenup Homestead was built by Joseph Gairdner Reynolds using convict labour in 1862. The
property stayed in the Reynolds family until the 1970's and then changed hands to Mr M Bell and then
we purchased the property in 2003. Membenup Homestead had not been lived in for 40 years and it
was in a degraded state at that time.
The house has 2 sections joined by a veranda and it was built from limestone rubble and rendered with
cement. The front section originally had a shingle roof which was later overlaid with tin.
Local builders and craftsmen worked on it over the year of 2004 re-roofing, re-wiring, re-plumbing,
making new windows, doors, verandas, posts and fixing certain walls that were close to falling down.
It now stands in perpetuity for future generations as an historic house of BusseIton, along with
Wonnerup House and Lockeville and is part of the historic Wonnerup precinct. A visit to Membenup was
included on the itinerary of the Royal WA Historical Society when they visited southwest properties in
late 2013.
Background
We spent approximately $250,000 on the restoration and the work is ongoing in an old building of this
style and construction.
When the restoration was done in 2004, the verandah posts on the rear veranda were rotten and
needed replacing. The old style posts were replaced with 4x4 jarrah posts. While structurally that was
appropriate, the posts were not shaped in the same way as the original posts. We later thought that it
would be more sensitive to the original style to have the posts replaced with posts of the correct
dimensions and shaping.
Recent upgrade/restoration in 2013
In 2013 we asked a timber merchant to mill up some seasoned 5x5 jarrah posts and we also decided to
finish them ourselves with the same chamfered edges in the same style as the original colonial style
posts. As seen in the photos.
4 x 2.4 metre posts @ $30/metre

$288

5 x 7hr days @ $50/hour

$1750

2 x 4 litre paints @ $40/tin

$80

Total

$ 2118

The finishing of the timber and installation took 5 days work and this combined with the cost of the
wood amounted to an estimated $
Rate Reduction Request
We would like to request a Rate reduction to offset the financial outlay for the veranda post restoration
and in view of future building issues that need attending to that will help maintain the building.

Future maintenance projects
1.
2.
3.
4.

Repairing rising damp in bedroom wall
Repair of cracks in dining room, bedrooms, hallway
Chimney restoration
Repainting and repair of sash windows x 2

Removing the trellis from the 4 x 4 veranda posts prior replacement

The raw jarrah 5 x 5 veranda posts had just been installed.
Note the chamfered shaping (which is the same shaping as the posts on the front veranda)
The 5 x 5 jarrah posts were later painted with undercoat and gloss exterior paint to handle the harsh
conditions on that aspect of the house.
The iron supports were added to the posts to support the wisteria vine that had been growing on the
previous posts/trellis.

Sash windows need repair and repainting

