Residents of Eagle Bay Association Newsletter – April 2014
Hello everyone and welcome to the first REBA newsletter for the 2014 year. Hopefully the following
articles will keep you up to date on current issues of interest relating to the Eagle Bay community and
REBA activities.
Eagle Bay Community Hall Association – EBCHA
As many people will probably have noticed the floor slab for the new community hall has now been poured
at Lot 48, hence hopefully by Christmas the community should have a new hall.
This is a remarkable effort by Carmel Sanderson and her EBCHA committee who, since formation in Jan
2011, have managed to raise over $420,000 required to fund the hall construction plus negotiate the lease
arrangement with Busselton City Council and contract a builder. As part of this fund raising they managed
to obtain a $200,000 grant from Lotterywest and mamaged to get Council to contribute $60,000 towards
the public toilets, that will be a part of the hall. Council will also retain the responsibility to clean and
maintain the public toilets.
Council have also assisted by sending in their horticulturists to undertake the tree pruning plus do a cleanup of Lot 48 to improve parking prior to commencement of the hall construction.
Special thanks should also go to Mario Bernardi who has tirelessly assisted Carmel and the EBCHA
Committee in undertaking the design of the hall and managing all the technical aspects of getting the
project over the line.

Hopefully the next major community gathering at Eagle Bay will be the opening ceremony for the hall.
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The next task will be the kitchen fit out. If anyone has access to discounted or redundant commercial
kitchen goods (i.e. ovens, fridges, etc) or know of a commercial kitchen that is being shutdown. Please
contact Carmel.

Finger Jetty Update
We are very pleased to be able to report that common sense has at last prevailed and at the February
Council meeting of the City of Busselton a motion was passed that Council will now make an application to
the Recreation Boating Funding Scheme for funding to extend the existing finger jetty at the old
Dunsborough boat ramp, rather than pursue the option of building a new finger jetty at Eagle Bay.
Most people will be aware that REBA has spent over 2 years attempting to convince Council that a finger
jetty at Eagle Bay would have major technical problems (and would get severely damaged by the winter
storms that occur annually at Eagle Bay) and would also have undesirable impacts on the community and
the hundreds or recreation beach users that utilise the beach during the summer months.
Interestingly a petition was circulated at the Eagle Bay beach between Christmas and New Year, a period
of only 6 days. Over 530 people signed the petition opposing the Eagle Bay finger jetty concept. Of this
530 people 179 were boat owners. The number of people who thought the jetty might be a good idea was
less than a dozen.
The most surprising thing from this exercise was the enormous number of people that utilise Eagle Bay
beach over the holiday periods.
Another point of interest was that as part of our information gathering we talked with quite a number of
boat users at the old Dunsborough boat ramp over the holiday period. The general consensus was that
the recently constructed finger jetty there was a great improvement for the boat ramp but it needed to be
longer so more than 2 boats could tie up whilst launching or waiting to be retrieved. It looks like they
should have a win as well from this Council decision.
A special thanks on the finger jetty issue should go to councillor John McCallum who made himself
available for a number of meetings and listened to the community concerns being raised on the jetty issue
and ensured these concerns were carried back to Council. We also found the Mayor, Ian Stubbs, open to
balanced discussion on the issue.

The recently constructed finger jetty at old
Dunsborough boat ramp to now be
extended into deeper water to provide a
suitable landing point for sea rescue
operations.
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REBA Membership Renewal for 2014
Time for membership renewals is January each year. Renewals this year have been very slow with less
than half the members having paid up for the 2014 year so far. Over the next few weeks we will send out
an email reminder to those that are still overdue.
A membership form, which includes the methods of payment has been included with this Newsletter for
those that need one. Membership forms can also be downloaded from the REBA website if you need
extras for friends or family.
Annual Sand Castle Competition
The annual sand castle competition was held on the Eagle Bay beach on Saturday 4th January. As usual
there was a great turn out for this event and judging was a difficult task, as there was some great works of
art created.

A big thanks to Jo Ahern and her band of helpers for organising this event. The kids had a great time.

REBA Annual General Meeting
The REBA Annual General Meeting for 2013 was held at the Eagle Bay fire shed on Sunday 29th
December at 10.00am and was attended by 32 members.
The following people were elected into the officer bearer positions for the 2014 year. Don Best –
President, Terry Smith – Vice President, Glyn Denison – Treasurer, Jeff Nicholas – Secretary.
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The following were elected to Committee. Sue Barham, Ann-Louise Best, Gaye Green, Robin Hammond,
Carmel Sanderson, Barabara Tonkin, Steve Turner, Marilyn Nicholas, Craig Munro.
A big thanks to long serving committee members Wendy Turner and Lynn Nunn who have both decided it
is time for them to have a break. Also to Emma Green (our past newsletter editor) who has now moved to
Karratha.
Report on the Spit Roast Lunch held on Saturday 26th April
The spit roast lunch at the fire shed, run as a fund raiser by the Community Hall Association, was a sell-out
event with over 60 people attending. Two unfortunate pigs were spit roasted and a group of able helpers
produced a great spread to go with the pork. Carmel would like to extend her thanks to all those that
helped.
The event was a great get together for the community and also helped EBCHA raise $3,100 towards the
kitchen fit out of the new community hall, which was a great result for a good cause.
Australia Day Remembered
An impromptu Australia Day celebration was organised by local resident Alan Brierty on the Eagle Bay
beach on Monday 27th January. It started off as a small gathering but grew in size as many beach walkers
stopped and joined in. Stories on early day immigrant pioneers were told and poems were read and the
Australian flag raised on the beach flag pole. Allan kindly offered refreshments in his front yard following
the beach ceremony.

A local resident enjoying a beer at the
event.
Alan has suggested that we make provision for the flag pole at the front of the new community hall so that
we can have annual Australia Day and Anzac day celebration. Sounds like a great idea
REBA Website
Just a reminder that REBA has its own website at www.reba.org.au. to provide details of relevant and
current issues affecting Eagle Bay. Have a browse if you have a few minutes to spare.
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City of Busselton Activities in the Bay
In recent months the City of Busselton has upgraded drainage and kerbs and resurfaced the bitumen
surfaces in most of the roads on the south side of Eagle Bay plus Eagle Crescent on the north side of the
bay.
Over the Easter break and April school holiday period Council has set up a traffic counter device on the
Eagle Bay Rd hill, near the Lancelot View intersection. We have been told that this device not only counts
car numbers but also provides information on vehicle speeds. Hopefully this will be a big step in Council
acknowledging that there is a speed problem on this road and assisting to alleviate this problem. We will
continue to work with Council on this issue and keep you posted.
Outboard Motors gone missing from the Beach
We have had reports that in recent months there have been a number of thefts of outboard motors from
dinghies that are pulled up and left on the beach overnight.
It is a shame as in the past it has always been safe to do this and save the hassle of carting everything
home every night. Just be aware to take security precautions if you plan to leave you dinghy on the beach
overnight.
Roaming Dogs
We have had some complaints from residents that people that bring their dogs with them on holidays allow
them to roam. They then enter or pass through other people’s properties often leaving depositing a calling
card that has to be cleaned up and sometimes attacking the small amount of wildlife that still exists in the
area.
There is also the danger that they may stir up a snake and get bitten.
If you do bring your dog on holiday it is a great place to give them some freedom but be mindful that they
don’t roam onto other people’s property.
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